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CHAPTER XIII Continued
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Nina lie said tenderly Is warm ¬

hearted Anil a chance allusion to my
tinnnclnl position which I thought I
towed her 1ms distressed her unneces
mrily It will truly he out of the

iiliipstloti for me to travel ns we hod
planned The unfortunate specula-
tions of my friend

Whose nnme you withhold Rich
iinl Interrupted the musical voice to
my drjly

Because of a promise 1 Royal
Hashed promptly But he resumed
turning to Harriet I shall be able to
negotiate this business as I assure
Mr Carter without any assistance
from him or his daughter1 his Up

in led scornfully and I do not pro ¬

pose to give her up for any three
jenrs or three vceks

Han let could only look nt htm fix-

edly
¬

with an ashen face
God help me she breathed In her

Mini God help me I

WellV said Richard with weary
Impatience we die not call you down
to bore on with this I asked to see
you Harriot because Mr Blondln has
made the statement to me Just now
that you were heartily In accord with
his plans for Nina and that you ap ¬

proved of the affair I

The prnjor In Harriets heart did
not stop as she moved her wretched
eyes to Rlomlill

I believed that you and she had
not seen each other since December
she reminded him I Inst no chance
to advise her against the engagement 1

1 thought It was all overt
Well Richard said with a breath

of relief He had been watching her
closely now he settled back In his
i hair and moved his contemptuous
scrutiny to Blondln

One moment Royal Iilondln said
gently But ho was ulso pale You
believe that I would make Nina n good
husband dont you he asled Harriet
directly and quietly

She was not looking at him Her
eyes were on Kiclmrd Carter

I believe you would ruin her life
Fhc said deliberately

Thank you Kiclmrd said I think
that Is all Mr Bloudin 1 was aware
that you hud misunderstood Mrs
Curter when jou made that state-
ment

¬

Not quite all Iilondln persisted
You believe that Nina would bt wiser

not to mnrrj me he asked Harriet
You She cleared her throat

You know that I think so she said
Iilondln laughed
And now Mr Iilondln you will

kindly leave my house said Klchard
The other man was watching Hnr

llct with a menace In his narrowed
ryes White lines had dravvij them ¬

selves about his tightly elad lips
yet he was smiling He had lost the
game truly but she knew he would
play his last card just the same The
suavity the calm of years fell from
hlui and his voice deepened Into a
sort of cold ami quiet fury as he said

One moment Mr Carter Why
dont you ask your wife what makes
her think I wont make Nina a good
husband Why don t you ask her If
she has been hiding something from
jou all this time Why dont you ask
Jut If she herself wasnt madly In love

and with me when she was Ninas
ago ard whether she was man led In
my studio to me ten jears ago

He had shot the phrases at her with
a distinctness almost violent Now
his dry voice stopped but his swift

enomous look went from the silent
man it the desk to the silent woman
who stood before him Before either
moved or spoke he spoke niiiln

Ask her shell tell jou Ask herl
Be quiet Klchard said J dont

lielleve one word of It I And then as
the girl neither raised her eUS nor
attempted to speak he asked her en-
couragingly

¬

and quickly Harriet
will you tell him that not one word of
thut Is true

Harriet liud risen and was standing
ot the back of the carved black chair
with both her hands resting upon It
She had looked quietly at Iilondln
when he begun to speak and the beau-
tiful

¬

white breast that her black eve-
ning

¬

gown left bare had risen once or
twice on a swift Impulse to Interrjpt
him But now she was looking down
nt her laced Angers with something
despairing and helpless In the droop
of her bright head and lowered lushes

Jt jI hnd Its times of seeming
frlgntiul to her this secret Id the

troubled musings of the past jenr But
It had never loomed so horrible and o
momentous as now In the fclleni libra-
ry

¬

with the eyes of the moil she Joved
fixed anxiously upon her He had
trusted he was beginning to admire
her and like his wlfo and his daugh ¬

ter and his mother she had failed him
Harriet he said In quick uneasi-

ness
¬

She inlsed her head now and
looked at him with weary eyes devoid
of any expression except bewilderment
and pnln -

Yes she snld simply Thnt Is
all quite true It sounds sh hes
Hated and groped for nvords It
sounds as If shOjbcgun and
stopped ngitln But It is all qtilte
true I she finished In the troubled
tone of a child who Is misunderstood

CHAPTER XIV

The curtains nt the Frengh windows
In the library nt Crownlnndsstlrred
In the breeze of the warm summer
night the pendulum of the big clock
behind Kiclmrd Carter moved to and
fro but for n long time there was no
other sound In the library Klchard
hnd dropped his eyes was Idly staring
at the blank sheet of paper before
him Koyul Blondln who had folded
his aims for n moment studied Har-
riet

¬

between half closed lids hut pres-
ently his eyes fell too and with a
ratlier troubled expression he studied
the pattern of the greot oriental rug

Harriet stood motionless turned to
stone If theic was anything to be
said In her behalf she could not say
It now Jor the first time the full
measure of her responsibility and the
full measure of her deceit smote her
and In titter sickness of spirit she
could advance no excuse It was not
that she had fulled Blondln or that
die had filleil Klchard but the extent
of her failure toward herself appalled
her She was not the good brave cul-

tivated
¬

womin she had liked to think
herself she was one more egotist
ultli Nina and Isnbclle and Idn un ¬

scrupulously playing her own game
for her own ends

Im extremely sorry Klchard said
present In n somewhat lifeless tone

I Imagine that If my daughter had
known this she might have been
spared some sulTcrlng and some hu-

miliation But we neednt consider
that now He wns silent frowning
faintly He put up a fine hand and
adjusted his eyeglasses with a little
Impatient muscular twitching of tils
whole face that Harriet knew to be
characteristic of his wonied moods

Mr Blondln he said wearily and
politely I have had ii great dea on
my mind lately and have perhaps
been hasty hi my condemnation of you
However this does not particularly
help jour caiiM with my dnughter
There are a gieat many aspects to the
matter and I I must take time to con-

sider
¬

them Ninl must he my first
consideration poor child I Her mother
failed her we huvo nil fulled her
She has u light to know of this con ¬

versation
Harriet Mlrred and his eyes moved

to her Without n word and with a
rttltken look In her beautiful ashen
face she turned and went slowly
toward tlu door When she reached
It she steadied herself a second Im-

pressing one line hand against the
dark wood then she opened It and was
gone

Im very sorrj- - Blondln said hesl
tatiuglj when the men weie alone

Mis Carter Klchard sild get-
ting

¬

to his feet and very definitely
Indicating an end to the conversation
before she consented to the arrange ¬

ment Into which we entered of course
took me Into her confidence In this
matter

Shi sbe did Rojnl stammered
Certainly she did Klchard said

harshly And looking at him the other
until saw that Ills fiic looked haggard
and colorless She did not mention
jour name I presume out of a sense
of generosity to you I could have
wished he added that you had been
similarly generous and had seen 111

to leave her and leave my daughter
alone I think I must ask you to ex ¬

cuse hie said Klchard at the door
His tone was ono of absolute suffoca ¬

tion I can see no object In your
frankness tonight unless to distress
and humiliate Mrs Caiter My daugh-
ter

¬

and not myself Is the one entitled
to your confidence and you are well
aware of my feeling where she Is con ¬

cerned I would to God said Rich ¬

ard with bitterness that I had never
seen your face I Mrs Curter has been
n useful and Indispensable member
of this family for many years If there
was In her past some unpleasant and
painful event that Is her own af¬

fair 1

Not when she morrlcs a man who
Is unaware of It Blondln suggested
In his pleasant soft tones

That Is mine Richard said stern
ly And he opened the library door

Good evening he said
Good evening I Blondln with his

light loitering step crossed the thresh-
old

¬

and Richard closed the door Ho
took his chair again and reached
toward the bell that would have
brought Bottomley to summon Nina
In turn But halfway to the bell his
resolution wavered disappeared In- -

steail ho rested his elbows on tlie

able andMtad In MsJwmftlv
were HouMNfrom j cheat i great
Sigh thkt Wasfilmnst a m onrli

Oli tyareo ho was7 tfrtf he
Mus nwsi i was an n mess me opy
the girl eJfJviother hU own r
rnrtBememsforthelr protection and
safety Alla recss

Sho-- hadlieeii beautiful thnt girl
with her gObuyUmlr In tlie lamplight
ond her Whitearm n llttleralscd to
rest her Ibcftedf hands on tlie chair
Uke soniq suporb actress of tragsdyt
some splendid and sullen prlrorfer at
the bur TltsWndcr figure In the dull
wrapping n tin and thtf white bos
mu had lopkodiso young sp virginal
the blue Iypsjwere so honestly fright-
ened

¬

and ashamed And she had been
that hoUndernvvlfe In hU arm I Dl
vorcedl Harriet Field Poor girl
cornered by tills- - unscrunulous scoun
drel this bully with all the ugly past
dragged utlilke the muddy bottom of
u river staining nnd clouding the
clear waters IaihI what a look she
had given hlmttiiere under the lamp J

Its a funnyfeqde he innsed Bar-
barians

¬

thotjai What wo are when It
come to wbitictu Nina Ida Isabplle
Harriet all of tUcm pay for the man
made rule I i shouldnt hnve forced
her hand In this business mnninge
It was taking niv advantage of her No
woman wants to marry for nnythlng
but love and islie hud matrled for
love she would have mode a clean
Itrcast of this old affair of course I
didnt exact that Weve made a nice
mess of It nl around I

I mustnt let Birr work herself Into
a fever over ull this he found him
seir thinking i

But Nina must he the first consider-
ation

¬

He must plan for Nina H
brought his thoughts hack resolutely
his daughter must break her engage-
ment

¬

now there was that much gained
And for tho Journey to Rio

But why didnt sho tell me he
Interrupted Himself suddenly Tim
reference vvasinut to Nina Again he
saw the mincrlrtthlto shoulders In the
soft Hood of lamplight and the flash
of the blue eyes that turned townnl
Blondln

She could hut e killed him Rich
aril snld MyGod how she will love
when she does love

McniitrJillctd Han let had come the
bitterest hourof her life She had
reached a crossroads and with steady
fingers and nil anguished heart she
prepared for the only step that to her
whirling brain and shamed soul
seemed possible She must disappear
There was no alternative

She had harmed them all they could
only think of her now as iiii unscrupu-
lous

¬

and mischievous woman who had
by chance ontered their lives when
they were ill In desperate nee4 of wis
dom and guidance who hail played
her own contemptible ganie nnd added
one more hurt to the hurt reputation
of tio house of Carter

Harriet got out of her evening gown
and Into n looo wrapper She went
about somewhat aimlessly jet the
suitcases spread open on the bed
Were gradually filled and her per-
sonal

¬

possessions gradually disap-
peared

¬

from tables and walls Now
and then she stopped short heartsick
and trembling oicehor lips quivered
and her eyes filled but for tlie most
part she did imt pouso

Nina at about eleven had come to
tho door between tliclr room and
opened It The girl was undressed
and for a few moments she watched
Harriet scowllngly with narrowed
eyes

Are jou going away she said
presently Harriet brought heavy
eyes to meet hers nnd stood consider-
ing

¬

n minute nS If bringing her
thoughts hack a long distance

I going nway Yes sho snld
slowly Yes I may

Nina stood watching which seemed
vaguely to trouble Harriet who gave
her u restless glance now and then n
she went to and fro Presently she
spoke to Nina again

Good rlghr Nina P
Good night 1 snapped Nina and

the door slammed
Harriot continued t move about for

perhaps half at hour before Ninas
odd manner recurred to her on a wave
Of memory and she seemed to hear
again Ninas ungracious tone

He told her sho said suddenly
She saw Kojal nnd he told herl Ioor

child
And she went to1 Ninas room with

a vague Idea that she would sit beside
the wpeplng girl for awhile one Iicavy
heart close to thooOier even it no
words could pass between them

But Nina lay Bleeping perfccfully
and Harriet after watching her for a
few minutes wentjv Ipack to ner own
room Sim vventtp the open window
and stood staring abscitly out at the
lurk summer nlghKthe great branches
of the trees moving In tho restless
wind and the oblong of dull Ught that
still fell from theJIbrary window

She could not co the Jtorror as
Richard saw It she could not seo her-
self

¬

as only n mUtnUcn woman a
woman with youthVbeauty and Intel ¬

ligence pleading for her ono jmjblem
juori In his life It troe lut only
one uwong many aad rot thq treatest
Sho did not seo traa he saw himself
bis family as the somewhat trpuble--

MM L a t- f-

AW and yet qul- - MiiCndilr
ftrra of selflMi human bpshi wjww
fereMfxItleif he had alwayA played the
rtKrer
Td Harriet thet thlnglwnwdjnbroenk

tous Unforgiving lneajlabe It as¬

sumed to herthe proportipas tif inur--

er Richard Iri her1 estimation Wax
not wliat lie thought himself trfonto j

what- - ordinary inas Iri th forties
Whoso Ke Had nlrcndyhcld poverty
nnd disillusionment And wholMome
disappointment whoso nature had
been tcnlpcred to humor and generos ¬

ity and philosophy to Harriet tin wns
the richest the finest tllo m6st deserv¬

ing Of men nnd she the hdvctUnresi
who had brought his name down to
slmlne and dishonor

Until two oclock she n ns wretched
ly Jbtisy In soul nnd bony When the
last of her personal possessions wns
packed nnd when sbe was nchlng from
head to foot she took a hot hath and
crept Into bed

But not to sleep The feverish
agonies of shaino and reproach held
her She wns pleading with Richard
she Won talking to Nina she vns mak
log little bf It making much ot Jt
sho wns snylng a rpluctint jt ves
jeat to their questioning

At four ocloclf sho dressed lierself
ngnln half mad vylth hendache nnd
fatigue nnd went ontJlHo n world
thnt was Just heglpnlncfo brighten In-

to
¬

faint shupes nnd colors
A steamer moved mnjesllcally up

the river the smoothly widening wnka
spread from shore to shore pink light
showed at one cabin window nnd Into
Harriets somber thoughts came unbid ¬

den the picture of h ynvvnlng cools
stumbling nhout nmld his

pots and pans
With the morning the pencedf n

cnnqucrel spirit fell upon her She
hnd thought It nil to an ending at
Inst It seemed to nnrrlet that never
In her life had she thought so clearly
so truly sn bravely Her duty to
Klchard to his children to Mmtii shei
hnd fnced them without fear and with-
out

¬

deception tasting the humiliating
truth to Its li Her diog planning th
few shdre Interviews ilmt rnist pre ¬

cede her tenting them nil forever
for Harriet elivrged from tin- - rnr

nnee tlie idstress of her own soul

WM
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Where Have You BeenT Said
Richard Sharply Then You took
III

She hnd been wrong she hnd been
weak she hud been contemptible hut
not so wrong or weak or contemptible
as they would think her She would go
on her way now the braver for the
lesson and tho shame And what tbey
thought ofher must never shako again
her own knowledge of her own In-

nocence
¬

Go on her way to tvhnt She did not
know But she neither feared whnt the
future mlghthold nor doubted It She
could make her own way from a new
beginning But before I go snld
Uurrlet resolutely I must tell hltu
that Im sorrj Atid I must usk Nina
to forgive me

She turned and burled her face la
the thick soft sleeve of her coat But
she did not cry ong nnd when Jen ¬

sen the boatman came out ou the dock
at seven the lady he knew to be bis
new mistress was sitting composedly
enough on her bench studying the now
glittering and sparkling river wiui
quiet eyes

Harriet nodded to htm and rose
somewhnt stiffly to go up to the house
She mounted the brick steps with a
thoughtfully dropped head tbe
straight rlmfts of the sunlight were
making It impossible to face tbe lipase
In any case and so was within three
feet pf Klchard Carter before she saw
biro

He looked fresh hard even young
n his white flannels They stood look-

ing
¬

ut each other for a moment with-
out

¬

speaking
Where have you been said Rich

ard sharply then You look 1111

Tears despite her desperate resola
tlon suddenly stung Harriets eyes
And yet her heart leaped with hop

c- -

TiM to iWyow Mr CuHcr
hW faltered J couldnt slP wry
Wi VfteMca dovvB tktlwjJkre But
lavw anyt nme win wmy

fort eohldnt sleep e clnlmed
with quick sympathy He foofced from
her fibout hlKiHiltfr sfreker fptf
bet emotion Here be said come
dw the ettas a bit 2 wito feint fdows td tle cjourt for S dlttlgtwnar
Ward may follow me out lie wBibV
dreeeed for iwlf hit tour yet 8ltdowr
here we cati talk -

v
XhcyJwd toiiirttlieTfBavbledincht

on tjie terrace where leabcllp aHdABr1
ttionyPojte sheltered 6y these same
tovverlu tree and Jow brick wntl J
had had ihelr talk n year ago Har triot to her own consternation felt
that she was n danger bf tears

jI--- I hardly koow hbw to say It
she begfiUj lintbut you know arl
ashamed Jnra v

know-r-- I Jwow- - h6w you feel I

Itlclmrd said with a sort of brief syin--
pathy Im sorry But you knowf
you mustnt Inker this all too hard I
didnt I was- jhnkih of Hils Inst
night t didnt iask yjw for well nnyL
more ihnn yougave nfb In this m
rlnge of otirs Yourtjlyorce wae your
own affair lrj C

The girls tlrdcyes flashed
Tlipre wns MJalv6l1cdJ she

quickly i V
snld

No divorcer hetccboed Vvith a pu
aleil frown V

I vvntit to teljlyoiip about It sho
snld But tho fca would come again
Im tired rflnTilet rsuld childishly

trying to sinHe jlyc been un Twnl
nig i Toumnr sifcpi

The conscfnDhe8fthat he hnd been
aide io forgot tlje whole tangle nnd
sleep Boundly gave Richards voice a
little compunction as lie sold t

You dont have to tell me now
AVeil rind n way otit of It that Is esy
tor every one

No hut let me tnlk Harriet In
her eagerness Inld bet finger on his
wrist and he was shocked to feel that
they were Icy cold I wan t6 tell
you Hie whole thing I wnnj you to
uiiiterstond he said engerlv Rich
nnl looked at her In jsnmo anxiety
t hem wns no nctlnB here The rich
Imlr was pushed carelessly from the
troubled forehead She vVns huddled
In the enveloping epnt n different flc
are indeed from his memory of ho
superb and nngry girl of last nlcht In
thellhniry lamplight

Mr Carter I never knew my moth-
er

¬

she begnn But ho Interrupted
llT

Sly delrr ho snld Jn n one he
inlgjft have hseilloNIna Hclah his
wiirlii flm Jlinnif on hers nnd putted
itJoothjifKjyf lr- tiedj glrl Jifeel that you would like to go to thnt
motherly sister of j qurs If j on feet
that It would be wsqr

Oh I nm gotng to Ilndn nt ence
Hnrrlet snld feverishly hurt to the
soul I hnd plnnned thnt But but
wont yotf let me tell you she plead

d She had framed Wio sentences a
Jmndrcd times Jn the long night they
failed her Utterly now and she groped
for words I was only three years
old when my mother died she snldj

Of course I dont reniemher -- her I
only remember Ilndn I was shy niv
father wns n professor we were too
poor to have very much soclnl life i
lived In hooks lived In my fnthcrs
shabby little study really T never had
nn lntlmnto girl friend I Ilndn wns
always good nngcllcnlly good tnlk
Ing of the Armenian sufferers nnd of
the outrnges In the Congo nnd of the
pior In New Yorks Jovw East side
sho never enred thnt we were poor
nnd Hint we hndnt clothexj

I know I know J lllchnnrs eves
were smiling as If he kuewthe pic-

ture
¬

nnd liked It
Well Undn married when I wns

ten ond Josephine enme nnd thou
Julln came I still lived for books nnd
babies But unlike Linda I cared
Harriets whole fnce glowed she
looked off Into space nnd her voice
hnd a longing note I cared for
clothes and good times she said I
ndcred the children but I drenmwl
of cnrrlnges mnlds glory achieve-
ments

¬

I I knew that other women did
lt M
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Animals Have Sixth Sense
Anlmnls hnve n weird sixth sense

which few human beings possess
Ants for Illustration will desert thtlr
hills taking their babies nnd eggs
with them 2i hours before the out-
break

¬

of a forest fire while rnbblta
will leave burrows made In low lying
land long before n flood occurs Tbej- -

have sora weird premonition widen
forces them to seek higher ground be-

fore
¬

the danger Is upon them

Foolish 6trivlnQ for Too Much
It Is well for one npt to try to do

too much each day To do whnt opo con
with ease nnd to Jet the rest so with-
out

¬

qualms or misgivings of any type
will brighten many dnye la many lives

Af
Accommodating 1

Is thlsblusberryor raspberry pie
vvalterr

Whichever you ordered nlr -
x

Furs Mae of Silk
Plushes cnrpctsrtRd Jroltntlou fun

are now made of urtltlctaj silt

J
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